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The beginning

4th May 1960

Mastamak, James Sinclair, Crawford 
House, 2001 

Informal start 1958
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First president (1960-1962) was Clive Sparkes-Carroll 
(d. 2014)

13 Surveyors – Mostly Government surveyors –
All Australian men

Initial thought was for the PNG group to be a Division of 
the Institution of Surveyors Australia (ISA) but this was 
considered impractical.
There were no Territory of Papua and New Guinea (TPNG)  
born registered surveyors as there was no surveying 
education for surveyors here in 1960.
ASPNG grew rapidly with more private sector surveyors
First Annual Congress was in 1966

1960 – Formation of the 
A.S.P.N.G
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The 1960s – ASPNG Presidents
Robert (Graham)

Matheson 
(1962-1964) 

Os Dent
(1964-1965) 

Tom 
Richards

(1965-1966)

J Williams
(1966-1967)

Tom Jackson
(1967-1969)

Tom 
Richards

(1969-1970)
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4th Survey 
Congress 1969

First
Printed
Congress
Proceedings



657th ASPNG Survey Congress, Lamana Hotel, Port Moresby, 15-17 October 2025.

The 
fabulous 

four!
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The 1970s – ASPNG Presidents
Michael
Larmer

(1972-1973) 

John
Macartney
(1970-1971) 

Ken 
Matheson

(1971-1972) 

Jason 
Garrett

(1973-1974) 
Brian Mennis
(1974-1975) 

Jeff Tierney
(1975-1976) 

Allan Bale
(1976-1977) 

Francis Posanau
(1977-1978) 

Steven Low
(1978-1982) 
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PNG Surveyors Board - 1970

Kisokau Pochapon
First national PNG Surveyor-General, December 1974
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The first
ASPNG Journal

January 1971

MJL’s copy!

Acknowledgement to Den 
Einstein, PNGUoT for 
scanning most of the journals.

Rescued from PNGUoT’s
permanent rabis bin.
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Annual Congress 
& Dinner 1971

Rabaul
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Annual Dinner 
1972

Port Moresby
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Annual Dinner
1973

Unitech, Lae
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Annual 
Dinner 
1973
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Getting around – early 1970s
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PNG University of Technology (Unitech) –
Department of Surveying and Land Studies

Mike Kellock, Head of School, 1974

Student
Practicals
near 
Kaiapit
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PNGUoT (Unitech) – Surveying Graduates 
1974
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1974 Annual Dinner, Kieta

Jason Garrett (Kisokau Pochapon, ASG on right)
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Annual Dinner
1974, Kieta

Bryan McClennan
Tom Richards

Oyster Tie game
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Survey Equipment 
1970s

Gairo Waigeno – Finschhafen – 1974
Wild DI10 Distomat
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HP Programmable Calculators – 1970s
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16th September 
1975

Independence
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ASPNG Journal 
– September 

1975
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Survey Technology at Independence 1975
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1975-1976
The first total 

stations

Hewlett Packard
HP3810A
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1976
Graduand Dinner, Huon Gulf Motel, Lae
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1975
Annual Dinner
Port Moresby
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1979
Annual
Dinner

Port Moresby

Francis
Posanau
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Theodist – 1979 products

1979
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The 1980s – ASPNG Presidents
Skerry Palanga

(1982-1983) 
Pomaleu Salaiau

(1983-1985) 
Francis Posanau

(1985-1988) 
Adelbert Alois

(1988-1992) 
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1982 Annual 
Dinner

Port Moresby
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1986 Annual Dinner
Lae
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ASPNG
Journal

December 
1988

Last one 
available
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Survey 
Technology –

1982
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Total Stations
1986
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The 1990s – ASPNG Presidents

Steve P Low
(1992-1993) 

Terence Kuniaka
(1993-1995)

Selan Pambuai
(1995-1997)

Skerry Palanga
(1997-1999) Luther Sipison

(1999-2000)
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1990 Newsletter
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1990 Congress - Rabaul
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1990s Survey Technologies - GPS
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The 2000s – ASPNG Presidents
Steve P Low
(2000-2004) 

Selan
Pambuai?

(2006-2009)

Masang Bangindo
(2009-2012)

Bill McKibben
(2014-2017)

Tony Luben
(2012-2014)

Masang Bangindo
(2017-)

Jones Taugaloidi
(2004-2006)
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Fore-Sight
Newsletter
2000-2006

Editor:
(Late) Alan Dunley
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2001 Annual 
Dinner

Port Moresby
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2002 Annual Dinner, Lae
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2003 
Annual 
Dinner

James Murray & Ian 
Young, plotting a coup
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2003 Annual 
Dinner
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2004 
Annual 
Dinner

Steve Low, 
Michael Larmer

and Ian Truscott

Richard Nawara, Sibona
and Shaun Pini
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ASPNG – 2017 Congress Alotau
(Visit to East Cape)
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2000s Survey Technologies
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Collaboration with 
Affiliated Surveying 

Organisations
ASPNG – ISA/SSSI 

(Australia)
2016

ASPNG is now the oldest surveyors’ body in 
the Pacific using its original name
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FIG – International Federation of Surveyors
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ASPNG Web-site & FB 2010 - now

https://www.aspng.org/publications.htm

https://www.aspng.org/publications.htm
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ASPNG into the future - Foresight
Fully embrace all geospatial professionals

More engagement with our neighbouring professional bodies (MoA etc.)

Reinstate a digital Journal or Newsletter rather than rely on Facebook and 
other social media

Promote establishment of a national surveying & mapping museum
Secure archive of documents and ASPNG records

Refresh of the web-site, social media (Establish a Linkedin page?)

Specialist certification for surveyors and geospatial professionals

Supporting PNGUoT, DLPP and Surveyors Board

Permanent secretariat (administrative officer and small office or 
workspace with printer, internet, scanner)
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The 
Future

Our 
Students!
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